François Danel’s speech – Tuesday 17th June 2008 
at the Human Rights Square of Trocadero, Paris

We are here, on the symbolic place of the Human Rights Square, to denounce the injustice, the insufferable who arrived nearly two years ago when 17 of ours, when 17 aid workers in the line of duty have been shoot in the head coldly, shamefully.
Nearly two years after, while Action contre la Faim has done everything possible judicially in Sri Lanka, no track of answer is bringing, no sketching-out of responsibility can be identified today, and in this context we want justice, we want the truth for the 17 who fell, we want justice for their families and so we call today for the setting up of an international inquiry in order to shed light on the Muttur massacre.
I would like to return on the context and what happen two years ago in Sri Lanka. Action contre la Faim was present in the country since 1997, Action contra la Faim had strengthen its program in the East of the country to help the victims of the tsunami, and in this frame, in the office of Action contre la Faim, in its compound, on August 4th 2006, 17 of our friends, 17 of our partners, have been shot in the head, such as those you can see, they were all wearing an ACF t-shirt, this day the ACF’s t-shirt, the t-shirt of humanitarian action did not protect them.
And today, we are here to ask for the judgment and the condemnation of the murderer, it is for the memory of the 17, for their families and in a general manner to defend the humanitarian principles which are carried on by hundreds, thousands of aid workers today in the world, to remind to the sri lankan justice that we are here.
After this drama, Action contre la Faim has done everything possible judicially in Sri Lanka with 3 investigations: a criminal investigation, an investigation of the national Human Rights commission, an investigation of the presidential commission of inquiry, and two years after there is no result. We can even say with our expert who were present during long months on the field that fundamental principles of the justice are flouted, with an intrusion of the politic in the judicial, with an absence of an international ballistic investigation, with an absence of witness protection, today we are here, we are fed up of this parody of justice, and it is important to change the way. This absence of result contrasts with the level of details which we could see in some report of sri lankan organizations, which explained hours by hours what happened this day of August 4th 2006 in Muttur.
In front of the impossible character of the investigation in Sri Lanka, in front of the absence of result, we are calling today to a veritable justice, we are calling an international enquiry, and we are asking to France to mobilize, notably on the eve of the presidency of European Union, we are interpellating European Union to play a full role in the Tokyo Group which is very influent in Sri Lanka, and in a more general manner we are calling for the support of the international community, and to the United Nations, to create an ad hoc system, a veritable investigation to shed the light in this affair.
No Action contre la Faim will not give up in its quest of truth, yes Action contre la Faim will stay determined, it will take time but we will shed the light on what happen this terrible day of August 4th 2006, in Muttur. 
