Dear Friends,

Two months ago, in this UN compound homage was paid for 17 aid workers discovered shot dead in their base of Muttur one month earlier. In respect of the Sri Lankan traditions, we are once again gathered, here today, in memory of seventeen of our colleagues. Seventeen of our friends. 

Seeing all of you here shows that three months after, the sorrow and concern is still intact.
A deliberate massacre of so many NGO workers has no precedent in the history of international aid. It plunged all of us into mourning, and outraged every humanitarian worker. This terrible and brutal event is a concern for the humanitarian sphere as a whole. When NGO employees are targeted, this whole community is directly affected. If the independence and neutrality of aid workers is not respected, then all their activities are undermined. As the situation in the Country is further deteriorating, the violence more widely spread, more civilian population at risk, the humanitarian aid is even more needed, access to the victims is even more vital. In respect to our common aim, to the mandate given by the international community to the aid workers, to the memory of our regretted friends, truth has to be found and to end with strong, clear, conclusive and unquestionable findings of what happened in Muthur.

The judicial investigation continues step by step but has not led yet to the identification of those perpetrators. Action contre la Faim will continue to do all what is in his power to have those responsible of this massacre identified and judged. We will continue to mobilise our partners and international community here and abroad, we will continue to follow the judicial investigation at the closest. We will continue... what ever the time and the energy it will take.
We will also need you and your continuous support. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you in the name of ACF for being here today. But also, for all the messages of support you sent, and for all what you have done and will do to help justice to be done.
As requested by the families in the messages we will hear in a moment, I would like to give you the names of our lost friends again. In order to make sure none of them will be ever forgotten: 
Muralitharan

Arulrajah

Pratheeban

Jaseelan

Kavitha

Kovarthani

Abdul Latiff Mohammed Jawffar

Ganesh

Kokilavathani

Romila

Narmathan

Ketheswaran

Rishikesan

Koneswaran

Anantharajah

Sritharan

Kodeeswaran

Especially today, they are remembered for their commitment as humanitarian workers. We deeply miss them.
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